
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]1. Who is the intended audience of this poster?


2. What does this poster tell us about the effect of the Fugitive Slave Act on the North?
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To protect everyone involved on the Underground Railroad, noting was written down. All communication was oral, spoken in secret code. Below are some examples of the codes that were used. See if you can infer what they mean.
	Agent: Someone who coordinates escapes for slaves.
	Heaven/Promised Land



	Stationmaster

	Baggage, boxes, parcel, packages, passengers


	Forward
	Stockholder

	Brakeman
	Station
	“The wind blows from the South today.”



	Conductor
	“Lost a passenger”
	Moses





Practice- Use the codes to explain each message:
1. The wind blows from the South today. Moses will arrive at the station with baggage.

2. I will be forwarding 3 parcels to Philadelphia. Please inform the stationmaster there to prepare a brakeman.

3. Create your own: 

Songs were also used to send codes. Listen to the song and based on what you know about the railroad, describe what each phrase means:
	Lyrics
	Coded Message

	Swing low,
	


	Sweet chariot,
	


	Comin’ for to carry me home…
	


	I looked over Jordan, and what did I see?
	


	A band of angels coming after me
	


	If you get there before I do, tell all my friends I’m coming too
	

	I’m sometimes up, I’m sometimes down
	


	But still my soul feels heavenly bound
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