[bookmark: _GoBack] As the United States began to expand Westward, issues began to arise over whether the new states would be declared “free” or “slave” states. 
Eventually, a compromise was declared. Missouri Territory already had 10,000 slaves, so it was allowed to enter the Union as a slave state. In order to keep an equal balance of slave and free states, Maine was admitted as a free state at the same time. 
This compromise also established a line West of the Mississippi at 36 degrees, 30 minutes north latitude. States created from land below this line were to be slave states, and states created from land above this line were to be free.
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California wished to be a free state, despite the fact that half of it lay below the 36*30’ line (in the South) established in 1820. 
The South was opposed to CA being a free state, and was  also very angry that many slaves were escaping to “free” states. 
This compromise admitted CA as a free state while also creating the “Fugitive Slave Law,” forcing northerners to return runaway slaves to their Southern owners. Additionally, the slave trade was outlawed in Washington, DC, and western territories were given “popular sovereignty” on the issue of slavery.
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